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encourage them to do actual banking work
by instituting a scheme such as that which
has been established by the Victorian State
bank. In that State high school students
take turns in acting as tellers and clerks
for their savings bank branch at the school.
Such a scheme is also working quite well
in the United States of America. It is an
attraction for the children to bank at the
school if a practical interest is taken in
banking affairs and in the actual clerical
work of the bank. Naturally, they would
have to be under some kind of supervision,
but that would not be an insurmountable
problem for the administrators of the bank.
That is a suggestion that could be con-
sidered by the Minister in his future bank-
Ing policy.

Mr. Roberts: Do you advocate a branch
of every bank being opened at the schools,
or just a savings bank?

Mr. JAMIESON: I would advocate the
Rural & Industries Savings Bank only,
especially alter what we have seen in re-
gard to the hire-purchase -activities of some
banks. I do not think it is advisable that
we should direct all our finance into one
channel.

Mr. Roberts: What bank are you sug-
gesting?

Mr. JAMIESON* I am suggesting two or
three trading banks and one savings bank.

Mr. Roberts: But not those operating
hire-purchase finance.

Mr. Bovell: Portion of the savings banks'
funds go Into housing.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, that is so. Another
matter to which I wish to refer is the
effective eradication of the Argentine ant
by the Department of Agriculture. A few
years ago I thought that this scourge that
had come upon us would be everlasting, but
since the eradication programme com-
menced in 1954 it has been proved that the
Argentine ant is not here to stay. In fact,
they have been wiped out in most of the
suburban areas. Nevertheless I feel that
constant vigilance must be kept by every
person in the community so that no fresh
outbreaks will occur because a colony of
these ants, once they have taken hold, can
ravage a whole area and their eradication
will prove to be very costly to the local
authority and others concerned.

I feel I have detained the House long
enough. We all know of the proposed
legislation indicated by the Governor's
Speech in respect of improvements for
'workers in the community, and relative to
prolonging such legislation as the Unfair
Trading and Profit Control Act-which our
friend the member for Bunbury does not
seem to like very much, but which the
public seems to think is all right-

Mr. Roberts: It has been detrimental to
the welfare of the State.

Mr. JAMIESON;' Together with other
matters that have been listed for improve-
ment, I feel this session will be of great
benefit to the country as a whole, and I
have much pleasure in supporting the
motion.

Mr. O'Brien: Hear, hear!I
On motion by Mr. Oldfid, debate

adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.51 p.m.

IiTh~uatr nui
Wednesday, 24th July1 1957.
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QUESTIONS.

POLICE.
Victoria Park Traffic Branch.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH asked the Chief
Secretary:

In view of the establishment of a
branch of the Traffic Department in
Litchfield-st., Victoria Park, and the
necessity to direct the public to the loca-
tion of this office, will the Minister for
Pollee provide an appropriate sign to be
placed outside the police station at Vic-
toria Park, indicating to the public that
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traffic office transactions. are now to be
carried out at the Litchfleld-st. office, and
not the Victoria Park police station, in
order to relieve the present great in-
convenience now being caused to the pub-
lic, and to officers of the Victoria Park
police station by reason of the fact that
there is no such sign in existence?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Chief Secretary) replied:

Yes.

WARBURTON MISSION.
Tabling o1 Papers.

Hon. H, L. ROCHE asked the Chief
Secretary:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers appertaining to the recent War-
burton Mission native controversy, In
eluding-

(a) a copy of the Legislative As-
sembly select committee report;

(b) a. copy of any reports furnished
by officers of the Native Wel-
fare and/or Health Departments,
as a, result of their inquiries or
subsequent visit to the area;

(o) any other papers dealing with the
matter?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Chief Secretary) replied:

Yes. Papers requested by the hon.
member are being tabled today for a
period of two weeks.

RAILWAYS.
(a) Resumption of Burakin-Bonnie Rock

Service.

Hon. L. C. DIVER asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1.) Is it intended to resume rail ser-
vices on the Burakin-Bonnie Rock railway
in the near future?

(2) If not, when is it intended to do
so?

The MINISTER replied:

Restoration of railway services will be
considered after substituted services have
been given a reasonable period of trial.

(b) Cost of Basic Wage Rise.

Iron. N. E. BAXTER (for Hron. Sir
Charles Latham) asked the Minister for
Railways:

What will be the added cost to the
administration of the Railway Depart-
ment on account of the recent rise in
the basic wage?

The MINISTER replied:
Approximately £108,000.

(c) Retention of Maintenance Gangs on.
Discontinued Lines.

Hon. J. McI. THOMSON asked the.
Minister for Railways:

(1) In view of assurances that if it i~s
found in any area where railway services
have been discontinued, that traffic cannot
now be handled, the railway service will
be restored, will it not be necessary to
retain at least one maintenance gang on
each of the lines so that the track can be
kept in a safe working state?

(2) Is-it intended to retain such a gang?
(3) if it is intended to retain these

workers, how many men will be required
for such purpose?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) It is not necessary to retain main-

tenance gangs. Inspections will be carried
out at intervals.

(2) and (3) Answered by No. (1).

(dI) Government's Intentions Regarding
Closure Motions.

Hon. A. H. JONES asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) Has the Government given con-
sideration to the two motions dealing with
rail closures agreed to by the Legislative
Council last week?

(2) If the answer to No. (1) is "Yes,"
what action does the Government intend
to take?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Government does not propose

to resign as a result of the censure motion
carried by the Legislative Council.

A motion similar to the second motion
carried by the Legislative Council will be
debated in the Legislative Assembly in the
near future, and the Government will be
guided considerably by the Legislative
Assembly's decision on that motion.

HOUSING.
Building of House at Miling.

Hon. A. R. JONES asked the Chief
Secretary:

As it was the intention of the Minister
for Housing that a house would be built
at Miling by the Housing Commission dur-
ing the last financial year, will he inform
the House-

(1) Why was the house not built as
promised?

(2) When will the house be built?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Chief Secretary) replied:

(1) Tenders were invited but as the only
tender received was approximately £1,500
above the commission's estimate, it was
not accepted.

(2) Consideration will be given to the
re-calling of tenders later in the year.
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DEPARTMENT OP AGRICULTURE.
-Number, Quatlifications and Designations

Of Officers.
H-on. A. R. JONES asked the Minister

for Railways:
(1) What number of qualified officers

were employed in all sections under the
control of the Department of Agricul-
ture as at the 1st July, 1950, 1951. 1952,.
1953, 1954, 1955, 1956.

(2) What number of qualified officers
are now employed, and what are their
qualifications and designations, in the fol-
lowing:-

(a) Department of Agriculture.
(b) Soil Conservation;
(c) Animal Nutrition Centre Holly-

wood?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Qualified officers divided into

groups:-
(a) with university degrees.
(b) with agricultural college diplomas

were, as at the 1st July each year,
as follows--

Year (a) (b)
1951 ... 79 13
1962 ... 87 19
1953 .... 101 18
1954 102 19
1955 107 20
1956 108 36

There were also f our professional of-
ficers without academic qualifications. No
figures available for July, 1950.

(2) Information as at the let July, 1956
is included in the Public Service List, a
copy of which has been tabled. Only
minor alterations have occurred since that
date.

MOTION-SCHROOL BUS CONTRACTS
AND ROUTES.

ro Inquire by Select Committee.

HON. . Mel. THOMSON (South) (4.40]:
1 move-

That a select committee be ap-
pointed to inquire into and report
upon school bus contracts and the
curtailment of school bus routes anid
the method of the Department of
Education in regard to same.

I have moved this motion because of
the acute dissatisfaction of school bus
contractors in various parts of the State
concerning the conditions laid down in
relation to contracts let by the Education
Department from time to time; and also
because of the expressed concern of various
organisations and of parents whose child-
ren have been affected by the curtailment
of school bus routes, which has necessi-
tated children having to travel long dis-
tances from their homes to the point at
which they board the buses, and similar

distances from the buses to their homes
on returning from school. When days are
short and children arrive home between
8.30 p.m. and 6 p.m., it is often quite dark.

The bus contractors are dissatisfied with
the refusal of the Education Department
to deal with them collectively. Instead,
the department insisted on discussing their
problems with them individually. Late in
1955 the bus contractors decided to join
the Western Australian Transport Associa-
tion. They did this because of their desire
to belong to a recognised organigation that
would safeguard their interests and, if pos-
sible, improve their position in relation
to their various contracts.

In the early months of 1956, a deputa-
tion from the association-from the school
bus owners' section particularly-waited on
the Director of Education with a request
that a formula be devised for the payment
for school bus services which would do
away with the present tender system and
the making of payments according to the
size of the bus and the distance travelled
on the school bus route. Six months later
the deputation received a notification of
the outcome of the interview; and the
operators eventually agreed to accept a
minimum basis of 31.O5d. as the rate per
mile to be paid to them. This year a com-
petent accountant estimated that 35.91d.
per mile ought to be the figure, and he
based his conclusion on the facts placed
before him by the various school bus
operators. That is the figure which he and
the bus operators consider to be far more
equitable than that which was quoted by
the Education Department.

The sum of 31.05d. which the depart-
ment fixed allows only 9d. per mile for
wages; and the contractors are of the
opinion , based upon their experience, that
10.56d. per mile Is the amount required
to cover the cost. However, after further
negotiations, the department agreed to
raise the amount to 10d., but later on with-
drew from that agreement and would not
pay any more than the amount agreed
upon, of 9d. per mile.

The bus operators were not at all satis-
fled with the amount allowed for repairs
and maintenance. The department's
figure for this item is roughly Id. less than
what the bus operators consider to be a
fair thing. In many cases the sum is con-
sidered insufficient because so many of the
buses are old vehicles which were pur-
chased from the metropolitan bus com-
panies. It will be understood that by the
time the bus companies have finished with
such vehicles, 75 per cent. to 80 per cent.
of their usefulness will have gone, and
the maintenance costs will be considerably
higher than the figure I have mentioned
as being allowed by the department.

A further problem worrying the opera-
tors is that, during the year, the school in-
spectors have been instructed-and I would
say without hesitation that they were
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doubtless under pressure from Cabinet-
to make surveys of most of the bus routes
and eliminate some of them, especially
those on spurs, where only three or four
children are being carried. The reduction
in mileage has been anything from a
couple of miles to 22 miles. A reduction
of from nine to 15 miles is quite a common
occurrence according to facts brought be-
fore our notice in country districts. This
means, of course, a lesser remuneration for
bus contractors, and it is something con-
cerning which they they have every reason
to register a strong protest.

I understand that there are at least
three forms of contract in existence: and
although I have been able to obtain a
copy of only one of them, I hope to obtain
the others a little later. I wish to refer
particularly to Subeclauses (e) and (f) of
Clause 3 of the contract form which I have,
and which reads as follows:-

When and as often as the Minister
considers it necessary in the best in-
terests of the passengers or prospec-
tive passengers he shall be entitled to
change the route or require a smaller
or larger vehicle to be provided and
on each occasion he so does a sum
per day to be mutually agreed will be
payable in lieu of the sum provided
for in Clause 2.

If the parties are unable to agree as
to the sum to be determined under
the preceding paragraph, the question
of what sum should be payable shall
be submitted to arbitration in accoril-
ance with the provisions of the Arbi-
tration Act, 1895.

Notwithstanding these provisions , the
department is ruthlessly reducing the vari-
ous bus routes. As early as April last it
stated that the bus routes would be re-
duced in length to the extent that I have
already mentioned, and that the new rates
applicable to those routes would be so-and-
so per mile. Many of the contractors are
not aware of the provisions of the con-
tract, but of course that does not excuse
them for not knowing what it contains.
I understand that the department has re-
ceived at least one notification of the in-
tention of a bus contractor, it the depart-
ment is not prepared to pay the rate agreed
upon in the contract, to take the matter
to arbitration for assessment.

I wish now to quote from a letter from
a bus contractor. It is addressed to Hon.
A. F. Watts, M.L.A., Parliament House,
Perth. and is from Mrs. Florence Joyce
Bodle, of Perillup, via Mt. Barker, under
date the 13th July, 1957. It reads as fol-
low:-

May
urgent
ter of
several

I make this appeal for your
and kindly assistance in a mat-

considerable importance to
settlers in this district-

It has to do with conveyance of post-
primary school children attending the
Mt. Barker Junior High School, from
their homes to a point on the Black-
wood-rd. to connect with the school
bus service.

A copy of the department's letter,
together with a copy of the letter re-
ceived when the feeder service was
initiated, are enclosed.

The service operated by me was
commenced on 13th February, 1955,
and you will note from the depart-
ment's letter of 2nd November, 1955,
that remuneration scale was based on
the conveyance of only four children,
and one time three-at the rate of
9d. per mile instead of is. 6d. per mile
had six students been transported--a
deficiency load apparently entirely
agreeable to the department in con-
trast to the emphasis they now place
on the minimum of six.

The contract was accepted by me
at the reduced rate, largely because
of my desire that my student child
should have the benefit of the high
school instruction but I have found
that the payments received have fallen
so far short of the costs involved in
maintaining a vehicle on the appall-
Ing road surfaces to be traversed in
arriving at the Blackwood-rd. bus
terminus. I persisted with the ser-
vice because of the need of the stud-
ents for the higher educational facili-
ties available at Mt. Barker.

If this service is discontinued the
four students now being conveyed
would be deprived of the benefits of
the high school curriculum and super-
vision just at a stage when they are
preparing for the Junior Certificate
and three year leaving examinations.
You will appreciate that this would
defeat the aims of the department In
making available higher education to
students and would possibly set the
students back a year or more or en-
tirely deprive them of the chance of
securing their certificates. Further-
more, any change in their present
study preparation, either due to com-
pulsion in receiving correspondence or
Instruction by other than present
teachers by attendance at any other
school would retard their mental ap-
proach to study.

The brief notice of cancellation re-
ceived leaves little time for negotia-
tion with the department who are
notoriously slow in handling such
matters and I am confident that
should you be able to the administra-
tive officer might avert a situation
detrimental to the students.

The foregoing sets out the Position
that would only be considered by the
department.
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There are many aspects, however,
that I may present to ensure your full
understanding of the effects of such
a cancellation. In addition to the
four post-primary students there are
several primary school children at-
tending denominational schools in Mt.
Barker whose parents would be keenly
disappointed should their children be
obliged to revert to the nion-de-
nominational school at Rocky Gully,
where specific religious instruction is
not available and the right to choose
the type of education they desire
denied them.

Having conducted this service for
such a long period at a financial loss
and carrying on from the desire to en-
sure that the children receive the best
possible education, I feel the depart-
ment's decision is a harsh and
restricted one nullifying nearly three
years' effort of the students and com-
pletely ignoring a personal service
rendered by me both in maintaining
an efficient schedule and giving a con-
scientious service to the community,

In support of this I am sure all the
other parents would testify to the
foregoing. It would be a generous
attitude by the department if the
service could be continued at least
until the end of the present school
year when perhaps the students future
schooling could be organised.

I am ready to go to Perth immedi-
ately to interview the department if
You consider it would be advisable.
and strengthen your own approach
and would appreciate an early advice
from you.

I know of another instance of a bus
operator receiving notification from the
department that, owing to the curtailment
of his run, as from the 27th May the
rate on that route would be now 2s. per
mile. This, I might add, happened in the
Wyalkatchem district. Most of the bus
contracts were made for certain mileages,'which gave the operators a specified in-
come; but now we find that the routes
are being reduced and that the incomes
are being reduced accordingly. On the
14th of February, 1955, a contract was let
for five years for a route of 67 miles at the
rate of £8 is. per day, plus 10s. for dead
running. This route was curtailed In May,
1957, to a distance of 57 miles and the rate
was reduced to £7 4s. 8d. per day, plus s.for dead running; a difference of £3 6s. 8d.,per week or £140 a year to this contractor.

So is it any wonder that there is grave
dissatisf action among the school bus
operators when they are experiencing
treatment such as I have outlined tonight?
At one time it did appear that a school
bus contract had a reasonable margin of
profit in it; hut now these contractors

are finding that the contrary is the case
and, in many instances, they are en-
deavouring to be relieved of their con-
tracts wherever possible.

Dealing with the question of deprecia-
tion on school buses, I understand that
the W.A. Transport Board has agreed to
a total write-off of a school bus at 150,000
miles. They arrive at the depreciation
assessment by dividing the 150,000 miles
by the purchase price of the new bus.
Taking an average of 60 miles a day as
a basis, it would take approximately 12f
years to write off a school bus. This rep-
resents a fiat depreciation rate of 8 per
cent. per annum.

The opinion of many people who are
competent to know-and there are quite
a number of people who are not ac-
quainted with the actual facts who would
agree-is that it is not practicable or logi-
cal to expect a vehicle to travel over
country roads for 121 years and yet still
expect the contractor to maintain his
vehicle to the maximum standard of
safety and efficiency that is desired for the
conveyance of children to anid from school.

In my opinion, the maximum life that
can be expected from a school bus which
has to travel over rough country roads is,
at the very most, seven years. Therefore,
the depreciation rate should be calculated
over that period, and not over the present
estimated period of 121 years.

I now wish to refer to the strong dis-
satisfaction that is evident in the minds
of the people who arc living throughout
the areas in which these school buses arc
operating. I have here, in ray possession,
over 30 letters of protest from parents and
citizens' associations; from road board
associations; and, in particular, from the
parents of the children who are travelling
on the buses. All of these letters contain
protests about the restricting of school bus
routes and the long hours children are
called upon to travel in the buses as
a result of the longer distances the buses
are travelling in conveying 'the children
to and f rom school.

Particular emphasis is laid on the fact
that during the winter months this is
most inconvenient and, in many Instances,
very detrimental to the health of the chil-
dren who are forced to travel on the
buses. It is found that numbers of them
have to leave home by 7 am., when it
is hardly light, and arrive home between
5.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m., when the light
is fading.

After having travelled many miles--in
some instances distances range from 80
to 90 miles, and in a few specific cases
to 100 miles--and arriving at the desti-
nation point of the bus, they are then
compelled to walk or ride for a distance
of up to three or four miles to their
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home. There is nothing to commend this
arrangement for children of the age of
12 years and over, and It is far more
than should be expected of young chil-
dren who are in the age group of five
to 11 years. For them to travel these
distances in all sorts of weather is, I think,
asking too much. I wish to quote one
of the letters received from the Nungarin
Parents and Citizens' Association. It reads
as follows:-

23rd May, 1957.

The Chief Administrative Officer,
Education Department.
Perth,

Dear Sir.
At a meeting of the Nungarin

Parents and Citizens' Association the
members expressed much concern and
indignation at the action of your de-
partment in cancelling the Nungarin
South Bus route as from the 27th
May, 1957, and I was instructed to
lodge a very strong protest at this
action.

This association is very con-
cerned at this decision of your de-
partment, and cannot understand the
apparent inconsistency in cutting
down this route by 10 or 12 miles and
thereby leaving four children with-
out transport, when a Merredin bus
travels within five miles of Nungarin
on a spur route involving 24 miles
travelling per day for the convenience
of three children.

It may, of course, be argued
that the children concerned could
travel to Merredin school, but this
would only be practicable to two of
the four children (Hodges and Her-
bert). and would involve travelling
a distance of 100 miles per day, which
could hardly be considered desirable,
especially for the younger children,
when their point of pick-up is only
five miles from the Nungarin school.

This association is of the opi-
nion that the present route could per-
haps be modified in such a way as to
still serve all the children who travel
on this bus at present, and suggest
that the run be re-routed.

It is also the opinion of
this association that all the children
of the district should be given the
opportunity to attend the local school
where Possible with a. minimum of
travelling.

I trust that your department
will reconsider your decision in this
matter, and we await an early reply.

Yours faithfully,
President,

Nungarin Parents and
and Citizens' Association.

The Nungarin District Road Board also
took the matter up in a letter which it
wrote to the chief administrative officer
on the 21st May, 1957. This letter reads
as follows:-

Re: Nungarin Bus Service.
Your letter of 16th instant to band.

The advice contained in your letter
re the cancelling of the Nungarin
South Bus route as from the 27th
May, 1957, was brought to the atten-
tion of my board at a meeting held
on yesterday's date (20/5/57).

My board was deeply concerned
with the advice received and I have
been instructed to communicate with
your department protesting strongly
against the proposed discontinuance
of the east and south run.

The discontinuance of this run will
affect four children, i.e. Loc. 20144
(Hinge). Loc. 11114 (Hodges), Loc.
11118 (Hierbert), Loc. 14235 (Muhs).

The board is most concerned to
note that for some unknown reason
the Merredin school bus travels into
this district for a distance of ap-
proximately 61 miles on a spur route
involving approximately 23 miles of
travel In this district daily.

Apparently your department con-
siders that the child at Loc. 11118
(Herbert, 10 years of age) and at Loc.
11114 (Hodges, six years of age) can
catch the Merredin bus and attend
school at Merredin. If this assump-
tion is correct it would involve these
children in travelling a distance of
up to 100 miles daily. This surely
is not desirable, at least for a child
of six years of age, especially when
he lives only five miles from the Nun-
gain school. As for the other two
children (Hinge, six years of age, toe.
26144 and Muhs. eight years, toe.
14235) it would appear that no pro-
vision has been made for them what-
soever.

'That is only portion of the letter for-
warded by the secretary-engineer of the
Nungarin Road Board. I do not think
there is any necessity for me to read
the whole of It, because I would only be
repeating what I have already said. How-
ever, I have another letter here from an
individual living between Denmark and
Nornalup. This person has 10 children
attending school; and it is now necessary
for them, owing to the curtailment of the
spur bus route, to walk a distance of up
to two miles, morning and night, to and
from the bus destination point. 'he ages
of these children range from seven to 14
years. Incidentally, I would point out that
during the winter months it is particu-
larly wet in this area, which is a factor
that is causing the parents great concern.
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I have here particulars of another case BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £21,000,000.
of four children having to leave home at
7 a.m. to travel 1* miles to catch the bus.
In the Porongorups, there is another
family of children, whose ages range from
51 to 12 years, who leave home at 7.30
am. and do not return until after 5.30
p.m. In the Albany district, where the
spur bus route has been reduced along
the Lower Kalgan rim, 22 children from
EMU Point have to walk 1i miles from
their homes to the Point where the bus
picks them up and this is done in all sorts
of weather. It is considered that this is
a most undesirable state of affairs in view
of the ages of the children, the early time
of departure from their homes, and the
late hour at which they return in the
evening. There are numerous other child-
ren of tender age who are similarly
affected.

Because of this action, some children
have had to take correspondence lessons
at home, and others have had to seek
accommodation in the town. Neither of
these methods is considered very satis-
factory, but they are a means whereby
these children are able to get to school
without having to put up with the incon-
venience and difficulties with which they
would otherwise be faced.

We took a deputation to the Leader of
the Country Party, Hon. A. F. Watts; and
members of the Country Party waited
upon the Minister for Education to see
what could be done in regard to the cur-
tailment of school bus routes. On the 18th
June last the Minister for Education re-
plied as follows: -

Following upon the recent deputa-
tion of Country Party members, led by
your good self, respecting the curtail-
ment of certain school bus services,
as promised I submitted the matter
to Cabinet which, after due considera-
tion, decided that the amended policy
should be continued.

I may add, however, that restric-
tions are not being applied to war
service land settlement schemes where
all the settlers are on an equality of
footing financially. The bus services
are run If at all possible to 'within
one and a half miles of every home.

That is not the case, as I have proved.
In view of what I have stated, and in

view of the documentary evidence before
us, I am of the opinion that a full inquiry
into the question of these school bus
routes would be justified.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Introduced by Hon. J. D. Teahan and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. R. JONES (Midland) [5.19]: 1
desire to speak to this Bill and, like Mr.
Simpson, take advantage of the chance
to say one or two things which, perhaps,
I would have said had I been given or
taken the opportunity to do so during the
Address-in-reply.

The Government has called upon us to
pass Supply for many millions of pounds
in order to pay its way for the period com-
mencing the 1st July this year. I have
always asked, and suggested to this H-ouse,
that members consider the Department of
Agriculture as one which should be con-
sidered first in Western Australia. I main-
tain that as ours is a primary producing
State our Department of Agriculture
should be first on the list; and, in fact,
should be in front of the Public Works
Department when departments are con-
sidered. Unfortunately, my opinion is not
shared by those people who have the say.
because the Department of Agriculture re-
mains, as it always has, one of the lower
departments on the list.

Today, I asked a question to ascertain
how the department is faring with regard
to its personnel. I am very happy to find
the situation has improved considerably.
In 1951, there were 79 in category (a)-
Department of Agriculture-and 13 in
category (b)-Soil Conservation-making
a total of 92. There were a few more
in 1952; and, in 1956. some 30 more were
employed in category (a), and some 20
more in category (b). Therefore, the de-
partment is being served by a consider-
ably greater number of officers; and so it
should be, because we have an ever-ex-
panding future in agriculture in this State.

I have always expressed the opinion that
before developing parts of this State, some
Pilot farms should be placed in the areas
which it is thought to throw open for
selection. These pilot farms would be able
to carry out experimental work well ahead
of the time when the land would be thrown
open for selection; and it would be known
how to handle the land, and the settler
who went there would be helped. In a
large number of cases, when land is thrown
open, the settler has many expenses for
a start in order to get the property under
way; and in many cases he finds that
trial and error with experiments have
made the burden so great, that all his
money-which may mean his life's savings
up to that point-is lost.

Settlers take many years to do what, in
my opinion, could be done by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture if it placed pilot farms
In areas thrown open for selection. in
the Esperance area, some settlers have
been struggling away for 40 or 50 Years



[COUNCIL.]

to make a livelihood and develop pro-
perties to the extent where they could say
they owned an improved farm. However,
it is only in recent times that they have
gained their feet and have farms of any
consequence.

In 1950 or 1951, the Department of Agri-
culture set up a pilot farm about 20 miles
north of Esperance. This was an offshoot
of the Salmon Gums research station.
That was the best thing which ever hap-
pened for the Esperance district, because
people who now go there to take up land
can visit the Department of Agriculture
pilot farm to see what has been done.
They can look over the records and ascer-
tain the methods employed; and, as a re-
sult, can feel fairly sate when they de-
velop their own property in that district.

I would remind members that land types
change; and, in many instances, land in
one place is totally different from other
country 20 miles away. Therefore, if huge
tracts of land are going to be opened up,
as is being done at Esperance, it will be
necessary to establish pilot farms. Per-
haps a central farm could be established,
and two or more pilot farms set up some
20 miles apart.

While it would cost the State some
money to initiate such a programme, it
would be returned to the Government
when there was no further use for experi-
mental work and the property could be
sold. Money would be returned to the
Treasury in many ways, as properties
would open up as a result of the experi -
mental work of the pilot farms, and the
Commonwealth Government would bene-
fit greatly by taxes reaped from land
much earlier than at the present time.

I commend the suggestion to the Min-
ister that when he is discussing agricul-
ture with the Minister in another place,
more heed be taken of the necessity to
place pilot farms in areas in which it is
proposed to throw land open for selection
in five or 10 years. As I said before, the
cost would not be very great, because one
set of machinery could do quite a number
of these farms if the work were carried
out in sequence, starting north where the
season is early and working down. An
arrangement could be devised whereby
three or four of these farms could suc-
cessfully be worked with the one plant.
Fencing, water supplies and buildings
would be necessary to establish the farms.
but the machinery cost could be kept to
a minimum.

Now I would like to pass from the De-
partment of Agriculture and speak of soil
conservation, which is actually a service
provided by that department. I would
say that the conservation branch, so
far as it has gone, has done an excellent
job in Western Australia during the few
years in which it has been operating. How-
ever, there is insufficient drive. We have
districts crying out for work to be done:
crying out for their districts to be taken

under the supervision of the soil conserva-
tion branch. In other words, they
want to be declared. However, the Com-
missioner has not declared many areas
where soil conservation work is a dire
necessity. I am of the opinion that the
number of officers employed is too few
and their top men should be doubled and
probably trebled in order to give the ser-
vice necessary to the soil as required in
Western Australia.

We have had many examples of other
countries, such as China and America.
spending hundreds of millions of Pounds
through the lack of foresight, in the first
place, in developing the land for agricul-
ture. This was possibly because the People
concerned did not have the know-how, or
because they took too much from the soil
for their personal gain. We do not want
that to happen in Western Australia: but
it is happening. Unless we can double
our soil conservation force and put some-
one with drive in charge, I feel we will
not be giving to this great country the
service that is necessary.

I do not know why it is, but we find, In
Government departments, as we go around
the country and meet the younger men
who have come in, full of drive and en-
thusiasm, that they do not hold their en-
thusiasm for very long because it seems
to be killed in some way before they get
an opportunity to exhibit the driving force
they possess. Whether this comes from
the top of the tree, or whether they grow
up to a life that does not call for drive
I do not know: but it strikes me that un-
less we have a more vigorous man in
charge of the Department of Agriculture
and the various services of the department,
we cannot expect to have any great im-
provements in the conservation of our
soil.

Another section of the department is
the animal nutrition centre at Hollywoodi.
I have been told that the building-I
asked some questions to verify this--is to
be taken over by the Education Depart-
ment, and that alongside It is to be erected
the Hollywood high school in stages com-
mencing this year. It seems rather a pity
that this building is to be taken over by
the Education Department, because It is
well designed and planned as an animal
nutrition centre. This is particularly so
since the medical school is to be estab-
lished in the university grounds; and we
have the chest clinic nearing completion,
and this will be used for part of the train-
ing of the medical students. it seems a
pity that the animal nutrition centre has
to be shifted to a new site that is being
planned or developed by the Department
of Agriculture, on the other side of the
river.

While I realise it is a good thing to keep
the departments as much as possible under
one roof, as it were, it does seem a shame
that at this juncture, when we have the
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medical school starting, it Is proposed that
this centre should be handed over to the
Education Department and removed from
where it now is.

I have learned that there are very few
officers--in fact only three-employed at
the animal nutrition centre. In other
States many more are employed. Tas-
mania, the smallest State of all, employs
Iour as against our three. Victoria I1

-believe, employs eight; N.S.W. many more;
and Queensland, a State not much larger
in population than Western Australia,
eight. So we are lagging well behind in
the number of officers who carry on the
work that was started by Dr. Bennetts,
who is in charge of the centre.

Dr. Bennetts has suffered ill health in
the past, and he is approaching the age
of retirement. He might retire In five.
six, or seven years' time; but there is no
one being schooled to take his place. It
will be a pity if the Government does not
look to this matter very smartly. it could
employ a fully qualified officer who could
commence duties while Dr. Bennetts is
there, and gradually take over the mantle
that he now bears. I commend to the
Minister the idea of seeing what can be
done in that regard and providing more
assistants than there are at present; be-
cause, as I have said, there are only three
in Western Austraila, whereas other States
have double and treble that number.

I have said quite a lot about the rail-
ways and I do not intend to say much
more about them; but I do want to make
reference to one matter that puzzles me.
I have heard of crazy mixed-up kids--
children who commit acts of vandalism
and so on. Well, if we are to accept what
we are told by another place, we are going
to be crazy mixed-up members of Parlia-
ment, because we have been shown by the
reports that the railways this year lost
something in the vicinity of £4,500,000:
and we were told that economies were to
be effected, and that those economies
would mean that 842 miles of the rail-
ways would cease operations and that
other services would be substituted, 'we
were informed that when these services
had been substituted, a saving of some-
thing like a quarter of a million pounds--
£270,000 to be precise-would be effected.

On the other hand the Premier, who is
also the Treasurer, has told us that, accord-
ing to a report he received-it was given
publicity in the paper-we were going to
lose £7,600,000-near enough to £8,000,000
-this financial year.

The Minister for Railways: Those are
not the Treasurer's figures; or the Gov-
ernment's.

H-on. A. R. JONES: Those are the Rail-
way Department's figures.

The Minister for Railways: The depart-
ment's prediction-a long range predic-
tion.

Hon. A. R. JONES:. Now it seems
strange that we should have this figure
dished up to us--no matter from what
authority it came-when we have the
Government telling us that it is effecting
economies in the railways. I feel that the
time has well arrived when, if we ask for
information, not only from the Railway
Department but any other, we should be
given the facts and the true figures; be-
cause, as has been shown in the House, by
being given wrong information, or the
Minister being supplied with wrong in-
formation, and giving wrong answers to
questions, we can get at cross purposes on
many subjects. We do not ask for informa-
tion if we do not want it. I believe that
when we do ask for information, and when
reports are compiled, those reports should
be authentic.

On checking the railway figures 'with
the Treasury, I found it just was not pos-
sible to couple one set of figures with
another. When this sort of thing happens,
It seems that somewhere along the line
reports are made and figures devised to
suit the -purposes of those making the
reports and supplying the figures.

The Minister for Railways: Would you
quote an instance of wrong answers to a
question?

Hon. A. R. JONES: I will get the in-
formation for the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
check if you do not.

H-on. A. R. JONES: I appeal to the
Ministers in this House to try to see if
we can get, in regard to reports some
better method which will give us the facts.
I remember that one committee which
asked to meet mnembers of the Railway
Department were given several sets of
figures-this was not in the reign of the
Present Minister-on the one question,
and they did not tally at all.

I would like the Minister, if he speaks
on the Bill, to try to give us a reconcilia-
tion between this figure and the one which
has been quoted as the railway loss this
year, and to show us how the Government
is effecting savings. When we get a report
from the Railway Department that the
loss is going to be something like £7,500,000
this year. it just does not add up. If we
are going to have such a loss, why do
we want to worry and inconvenience those
people who live on the 842 miles of rail-
ways that are to be closed? Why do we
want to worry about £250,000 when we
are going to lose £7,500,00(0?

The Minister for Railways: But you are
not going to lose it.

Hon. A. 8. JONES: We hope not. one
other point I would like to make in re-
gard to the railways is that we have been
told mnany times--I made reference to
it the other night-that grain has been
carted at a loss for many years by the
railways; and that, in effect, cartage of
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grain is actually a subsidy to the farmer
because it and superphosphate have been
carted so cheaply.

In a remark the Premier made recently
be said that ore could be carted at a
profit from Southern Cross to the port
or to the point of delivery where any
treatment plant might be set up for the
purpose of making charcoal iron. I have
learned that grain, and ore and minerals
are on the same freight rate, namely
2.65d. per ton mile. Just how the Premier
could stand up and tell us that he was
going to make a profit out of one product
that was hauled at 2.65d. per mile, and
lose on another, is beyond my comprehen-
sion, because I would say that in the cart-
age of ore there would be greater damage
to the rollingstock than there would be
with the cartage of grain.

Certainly while both materials were
being handled on to and out of the trucks
by the contracting parties, who have no-
thing to do with the railways, min-
erals and ore would knock the rolling-
stock about to a greater extent than would
grain. I bring this point to the notice of
the House to show that we really are
not asleep when the Ministers and the
Premier make rash claims with regard
to certain matters.

I desire to say a few words with re-
gard to "The West Australian" newspaper.
When I was a lad and a young man, "The
West Australian" was considered to be a
very fine paper. Throughout Australia
and the world it was considered as one
of the leading Papers; and certainly
throughout Australia it was regarded as
being one of the best, if not the best
paper in the Commonwealth. In those
days it was priced at id.; and beer was
3d. a pint, I am told.

The Minister for Railways: And wages
were paid with sovereigns.

Ron. A. R. JONES: By the process of
time we find that "The West Australian"
has fallen away from being considered the
best--or if not the best, one of the
best papers-in the whole of Australia;
from giving service to Western Australia
wherever that service is needed; telling the
people of the State, as It should, just
what news is news; giving the people,
fairly and unbiased, the opinions ex-
pressed by Parliament and by all mem-
bers and parties of Parliament.

At one time, "The West Australian" de-
voted up to two pages a day reporting the
proceedings of Parliament. Today we
would be lucky if we found three columns
devoted to the sittings of Parliament; and
even those limited reports are not un-
biased. Some parties, who are in the good
grace of "The West Australian," receive
good publicity one day, and other parties
another day. The party which I have the
honour to represent is not given a very
fair deal at all.

"The West Australian" should realise that
it owes a lot to this State because it has
a monopoly. Because of that, it should
serve all the people of Western Australia,
and not just a few of them. People in
the country are entitled to know what is
going on in Parliament; they are entitled
to know what Labour and Liberal members
are doing, as well as their own Country
Party members. I also believe that city
people are entitled to know what members
of various parties are doing. An unbiased.
report of the proceedings of this Parlia-
ment should be presented every day for
the information of the people of Western
Australia.

T hope that wvhoever controls "The West
Australian" will wake up to the fact that
their reporters are here under privilege.
The men who take notes in this House
are under privilege. Any member of the
community can walk into the galleries and
listen to the debates so long as he observes
certain rules. He must be quiet: he must
not smoke; and he is certainly not per-
mitted to take out a pencil and paper and
write notes of the proceedings. Therefore
those reporters who sit in the Press gallery
are privileged, as compared with the ordi-
nary citizens of Western Australia. Be-
cause of this they should render the people
of this State a service: if they do not do
their job properly, we should take the
privilege from them.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: It is an
obligatin.

Hon. A. R. JONES: Yes. I am hoping
that in the near future "The West Austra-
lian" will devote more space to the pro-
ceedings of the Western Australian Parlia-
ment to let the people know what is hap-
pening. I also hope that those responsible
for "The West Australian" will take an
unbiased view of those proceedings. At
Present one does not know where one is.
because it seems that they are trying to
curry favour and perhaps get back lost
advertisements which Governments gave
them in the past. I notice that the Gov-
ernment advertises a lot in the "Sunday
'rines"-for what reason I do not know:
but if all members of all Parties were
treated on an equal basis it would be much
better for the State of Western Australia
and also for "The West Australian." If
the present position continues, I believe
that somebody will become so annoyed
that "The West Australian" will have op-
Position-and strong opposition too.

What constitutes news today Is a murder.
something shady in a divorce case, an
accident, or something of that nature. if
I had the temerity to bring into this
Chamber a bag of overripe tomatoes and
I started throwing them at Ministers op.'
posite-or perhaps at you, Mr. President-
I would hit the headlines in the Paper to-
morrow morning. I would be news. But
when I stand in my place in this Cham-
ber as the representative of a majority of
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the people in the Midland Province, and
make a number of speeches in a year, I
receive, perhaps, a few lines tucked away
in some corner of "The West Australian;"
I might get only two or three words.

Surely, whether I am a good or a bad
member, I deserve a pat on the back or
some words of censure at times. As one
member said to me, "So long as you are
getting some publicity, or something is
said about what you are doing, it does
not matter whether it is a good or a bad
report." By this time I must have done
something good or something bad, and
some report should have been made of
my speeches.

It seems strange that one has to do
something, such as I mentioned previously,
before one becomes news. Although I
represent a large number of people, and
perhaps make 20 speeches in this House
during the session, I get only a few Ines
in the paper. Therefore, it seems that
there is something wrong with the news-
paper report, or else there is something
wrong with me and other members of this
Chamber.

I now want to discuss our traffic regula-
tions. I have always said that the stop
signs which are erected on many of the
main highways and side streets in Perth
and the suburbs are a curse to the motor-
ists. I am sure that they are costing the
motorists a great deal of money in brake
shoes and clutch linings.

Hon. P, Rh. H. Lavery: I think some of
them are necessary, particularly at danger-
ous corners.

Hon. A. R. JONES: I am coming to
that. I agree that some of these stop
signs are necessary. But it seems to me
that where they are necessary they are
not to be found; and where they are not
necessary, they are installed. That is the
thing which always annoys me.

Hon, P. R. H. Lavery: I agree with you
on that.

Hon. A. R. JONES: As one drives down
Princess-rd. towards the school, there
Is a "15 miles per hour" sign, There is
no stop sign, and a motorist has only to
slow down. But when coming in the
opposite direction there is no sign other
than the one which reads "School." A
motorist passes the school and is then
compelled to stop. No one can convince
me that there is any sense in the pro-
cedure. As a law-abiding citizen I al-
ways stop when I come to a stop sign. I
am always looking out for signs; but I
consider them dangerous because, as I
do not know where they are, or whether
I am likely to see a stop sign or a go-
slow sign I am looking for them instead
of looking at the traffic on the road.

I do not know whether I am coming
or going because of these sins I feel
sure that many of the stop signs could
be removed and replaced with slow signs.

A limit of 10 miles an hour could be
made if necessary so that a motorist
would be forced to slow down and take
care when approaching any intersection.
I have stopped at a stop sign, and other
motorists have passed me on both the
right-hand and left-band sides; they have
not even stopped. If I am stopped at an
intersection, and a car approaches on my
right, the driver has the right-of-way.
But if some other car Passes me on the
left-hand or right-hand side without stop-
ping, there is a strong possibility of a
collision. If I approach an intersection
where there is a stop sign for traffic on
the roads running at right angles to my
path, I expect cars travelling along that
road to stop. But if they do not, there is
the possibility of a collision.

I ask the Minister in charge of traf-
fic to have a good look at the points I
have mentioned; because, under present
circumstances, the motorists of Western
Australia are wearing out their brakes and
clutch linings In stopping and starting
every two minutes In both the city and the
suburbs. The whole thing seems ridicu-
lous when one realises that the regula-
tions in that regard are not policed and
only half our motorists are observing
them. I think I have taken up sufficient
time and have said all I wanted to say.

HON. L. C. DIVER (Central) [5.551: 1
do not propose to spend much of the
time of the House on this debate. But
I saw an announcement a few days ago
that the cost of living in Western Aus-
tralia had increased once more, and that
the basic wage was to rise by 3s. 9d.;
that makes me wonder what is going to
happen in the future. I feel that
the time is rapidly approaching when, In
order to preserve employment, some stern
action will have to be taken. Two years
ago I said that if we continued to ease
the conditions of employees in industry
we would soon reach the stage where
the working conditions of our employees
would be second to none in the world,
but that the shop doors would be closed
because employers could not afford to
employ people under those conditions.

I repeat that now because there are some
people in the community who think that
it does not matter what conditions are
imposed upon industry; they think that
there is an everlasting flow of capital
which will enable those conditions to be
provided. I think we are all aware that
although we have a small population in
Western Australia, per capita we are per-
haps the greatest wealth producers in
the world. Unfortunately, much of the
wealth produced by this small popula-
tion finds its way into the coffers of the
Federal Treasurer: and when our Trea-
surer, in turn, desires a liberal allowance
to carry out programmes of works, he is
given a meagre hand-out from the Fed-
eral Treasury.

391
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I feel that as time goes on, be-
cause of the Price structure, our
exports are more likely to contract than
expand; and at the same time we will
still have only a limited amount of wealth
in the State pool in order to pay for
increased costs. There can only be one
end to such demands, and that is a re-
duction of employment. So it would seem
that we must have a very serious look
at the position.

The aforementioned basic wage increase
was brought about, I understand, sub-
stantially as the result of the increased
cost of meat. As one representing prim-
ary producers who supply their meat on
the hoof, it is hard for me to understand
how this price increase came about: be-
cause, for the period under review, I am
sure the price of pork on the hoof,' for
instance, per bead and per lb. has been
reduced considerably. While the price of
mutton on the hoof may appear to have
increased, the skin values have also in-
creased substantially and these should
have at least compensated the graziers in
the price they received for the beast.

How it is that the price of meat has
increased for the quarter under review, I
cannot understand. If anything, beef has
been down in price as far as the producer
is concerned; it certainly has not risen.
It looks as though the whole matter is
too easy. I dare say I should not say that,
because the gentlemen charged with the
responsibility of going into the problems
of the cost of living, and the "C" series
index generally, must have all the in-
formation before them before they make
any adjustments. I would, however, like
to be furnished with the formula supplied
to those gentlemen to enable them to
determine these costs, because I1 feel in
my own mind, speaking on behalf of the
Primary producers, that they have not
been the cause of these increases. If there
has been an increase, it has been created
at some other stage and not on the farm.
When talking about price levels, we really
refer to the value of money, and that
money as applied to individuals working
in industry.

I am very concerned about the state of
affairs that has developed in Indonesi a.
The position that has arisen there will,
I feel-as a result of the conditions ap-
pertaining to those millions living to the
north of us-be forced on the people of
Australia, before many years go by if we
are not careful. I would sound a note of
warning to all people, both employers and
employees, to endeavour to get the
greatest return for every £; they expend.
I feel certain that if we do not lock after
our internal economy, and because of the
doctrine which is to the north of us at
Present, a number of our working people
could quite easily rue the day of its ap-
Proach. It would not only be the em-
ployer class that would be affected but
all those people who occupy our shores
today.

It is on that score that I rose to speak
tonight, in the hope that in a few words
I could draw the attention of all con-
cerned to this great danger to the
north of us. I feel that we must
put forward every effort to earn
the cheques that we receive weekly
or fortnightly. The entire community-
both employees and management-in the
vast majority of cases, can be charged
with lack of all-out effort. We should at
least measure up to that requirement, and
Put more Into the effort required of us in
order to prevent this ever-increasing de-
terioration in the value of the f note.

It is getting to such a position that
although our taxation schedule remains
the same, yet men, without altering one
iota over the years the nature of their
employment, have moved up several rungs
in the taxation ladder: and, in conse-
quence of the deterioration of the pur-
chasing power of the E, all that is being
done is that that money is being handed
on to the Federal Treasurer, which means
that no one is better off. With those few
remarks I support the measure.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) (6.7]:
There are just one or two subjects on
which I wish to touch. Mainly they are
those which I have brought before this
House previously; which, in my opinion,
deserve some consideration; but which,
unfortunately, have not been given the
attention they merited. The first refers
to boring for water in the areas of
Western Australia where it has been
proved at very high cost to the individual
farmers themselves that water is difficult
to find. On numerous occasions Mr. Jones
and I have made representations to the
Government for a boring plant and a.
geologist to be made available for this
purpose.

After much agitation the Government
did supply a geologist; but he was only
seconded from the Mines Department, and
unfortunately his knowledge was limited
to the Possibilities of the water in the
area which we had to prove. This geolo-
gist examined the area and made certain
recommendations.

The President drew attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: As I said, this
geologist made certain recommendations
regarding the waters to be found. I have
already Pointed out that these farmers
have gone to considerable expense, even
though they were not in a position to do
so. Although the Government made an
announcement that it intended to set up
a committee to investigate this matter, it
was estimated that it would take at least
six to 12 months before anything could
be done. I raise this Point because it is
remarkable that Immediately notification
is given of a new power house to be built
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in Collie, the Government says "All right;
we will send a geologist and a boring plant
down to Collie for that purpose.'

Why should there be this difference in
treatment? Why should the Government
treat the farmers in this fashion while
at the same time it provides this facility
for an industrial enterprise at Collie?
After all, it is the farmers who are at-
tempting to open up new country with a
view to producing something of value for
the betterment of Western Australia. Yet
we find in the case of Collie a geologist
and a boring plant are sent down straight-
away in an endeavour to find water which.
of course, is essential in the construction
of a Power house.

I am finding no fault with the decision
to send a geologist and a boring plant
to Collie, but I do object to this differen-
tiation in treatment. If in the case of the
request made by the farmers for a geo-
logist the Minister thought it would take
at least six to 12 months before anything
could be done, how is it that he was able
to immediately send this man to Collie?
That sort of action will get the Govern-
ment nowhere.

The same thing seems to apply to high
schools. Over £2,000,000 has been set
aside for high schools in the metropolitan
area, while the country people are to get
only about £130,000 for this purpose. The
difference in population between the city
and the country is very slight and it is
preposterous that something better can-
not be provided for those people on the
land.

The Chief Secretary: The metropolitan
area is very backward.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: No more backward
than is the country. Nor is it only high
schools that are necessary in the country.
We have been battling for an agricultural
college to be established in the districts
outside the metropolitan area. In this
connection both Morawa and Wyal-
katchemn have been named. I understand
that a committee which considered this
problem agreed that the first one should
be built at Wyalkatcheni, but that is as
far as the matter has gone. Some three
years ago land was made available for
this very purpose of building an agricul-
tural college at Morawa, but nothing more
has been done about it.

In my opinion it is very necessary to
induce the right type of lad to remain in
the country areas. We will find, other-
wise, that the best of these boys will grad-
ually drift to the city because of their
college education: and they will, of course,
be a loss to agriculture. We cannot afford
to lose these young farmers to the city.
The drift has been too great already. A
little more consideration given to these
matters would, I am sure, pay dividends
to the State as a whole.

The Chief Secretary: Has this occurred
only in the last three or four Years?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: No; I admit it has
been going on for a considerable time.
But the real pressure was never put on
until about four or five years ago.

The Chief Secretary: When we came in.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I am not blaming
any Particular Government. All I am
doing is pointing out that some considera-
tion should be given to this matter; that
it should not be delayed for another four
or five years. If the Minister would say.
"We are going to give consideration to
building an agricultural college at Wyal-
katehemn or Morawa next year," I would
be quite happy. I would certainly give his
Government all the credit for it.

I think it was Mr. Wise who mentioned
that Labour Governments in this State had
done quite a lot for the country people.
I do not disagree with that statement,
because at different times those Govern-
ments have certainly done quite a lot.
But on other occasions their treatment
has not been as generous as it might have
been. Accordingly I hope that some con-
sideration will be given to the establish-
ment of an agricultural college not only
at Wyalkatchemn but also at Morawa.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Before tea, I was
dealing with the allocation of money to
the metropolitan and country areas. Par-
ticularly did I mention high schools. I
also referred to the difference in the
attitude of the Government towards
different centres; to its promptness in
finding money for a boring plant for
Collie and its delay in providing one for
the agricultural areas.

I omitted to mention one very import-
ant point when I was dealing with the
question of water supplies. Some 12 to
18 months ago I suggested to the Govern-
ment that a card be printed and for-
warded to every boring contractor in the
State asking him to supply to a central
geologist all the information available on
the bores that he sank. The idea was to
enable the central geologist to map out
practically the whole of the State, and,
in my opinion, by that means to lessen
to a great extent the haphazard method
of finding water which is adopted at the
present time. I consider a tremendous
amount of money would be saved if such
a system were set up. That proposal was
made quite some time ago, but apparently
the Government has not taken any
cognisance of it.

The Chief Secretary: Who made the
suggestion?

Hon. L, A. LOGAN: I did, in this House.
I now find that branches of the Farmers'
Union are beginning to ask that some
such system be set up whereby boring con-
tractors send on the information to a
central authority to be collated and used
to the best advantage. I understand that
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a similar system is operating in South
Australia. If it is operating satisfactorily
there, I assume it would operate very
satisfactorily here also.

Knowledge of the underground water
supply in this State Is very, very limited;
and the sooner we can get an expert
on the job toD find all the pros and cons
essential to water divining, the better off
we will be. As I said earlier, I am sure
that if this information were collated and
made available to the boring contractors,
many thousands of pounds would be saved
for all parties concerned. I suggest to
the Chief Secretary that he find out what
Is going on in South Australia and see
whether the same principle cannot be
applied in this State.

I referred to, the amount of money spent
on education in the metropolitan as
against the country area. Unfortunately
the same ration of expenditure appears to
apply to the provision of water supplies
to some country towns. There does not
seem to be a shortage of money to carry
on work on the Serpentine dam as an
adjunct to the metropolitan water supply;
but when a dam is required at Wubin,
there is no finance. I blame the previous
Government for tardiness and delay in
doing anything about this matter; but
it is over four years since that Govern-
ment went out of office, and the residents
at Wubin are still waiting for that water
supply.

The town of Northampton baa been
waiting for a reticulated, water service
for the last three years. Although it is
now on the provisional list, it was also
on the provisional list last year, and so
it goes on ad infinitum. Perenjori is
another town waiting for a reticulated
service. The water is there; but although
the provision of a reticulated service
would not cost very much, the same old
cry is beard from the Government: "No
money." A little more balance between
the metropolitan area and the country
would prove to be an advantage not only
to the Government but to the State as a
whole.

One subject in which I have taken
keen interest, and which I mentioned in
this House previously, is the establish-
ment of either a green belt, or some other
method of saving the land around this
city, which today is being used for agri-
cultural purposes, mainly for market
gardens. I made the suggestion when Sir
Charles Latham was Minister for Agri-
culture, but unfortunately he did not take
any notice of it. Successive Ministers for
Agriculture have not, either. Today we
find that because of the peculiar system
of ratiag, the market gardens are being
assessed at the same rate of highly de-
veloped properties. As can be observed
in the Osborne Park area, it is impossible
for the owners to continue to use this
land4 4 MArRg garocjen whbile they have

to pay such high rates. There is only
one recourse, and that is to subdivide and
sell the land,

I have just returned from a trip to
many parts of this State and to the
Northern Territory and South Australia.
I noticed that in South Australia the very
thing I mentioned is happening. We were
taken on a visit to the new township of
Elizabeth, some 17 miles out of the city.
We found that first-class agricultural land
was all being puit up for subdivision, some
in 5-acre blocks. Of course that is only
the first step to the land being divided
into quarter-acre and building blocks.
That has come about because of the rating
system. Some method should be evolved
under which such areas of land could be
given some relief to enable them to be
carried on for the purpose which best
suits them.

The Chief Secretary: The local autho-
rities can do that by zoning. That is
the only method.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I do not know how
that can be done. I make a plea to the
Government to evolve some method to
overcome this obstacle. One of our emi-
nent town planners, Miss Margaret Piel-
man, and also the town clerk of Perth,
Mr. McI. Green, have at times mentioned
that such areas should be retained if pos-
sible. I only hope that sonic method can
be evolved to establish a green belt. If
no action is taken, we will begin to wish,
in time to come, that we had adopted some
step to preserve such areas.

The Chief Secretary: As a matter of
fact, an expert committee examined this
position. I only got its report a week
ago.

H-on. L, A. LOGAN: I am glad to hear
that. There is only one other point, but
I do not know if I should mention it.
On the 14th April last I submitted to
the Governor the report of the Honorary
Royal Commission on war service land
settlement. It is now the 24th July, but
as yet that report has not been made
public. I am critical of the Government
that such a delay should have taken
place.

Three members of this House went to
considerable trouble-during a period
when they could have been in their elec-
torates or taken time off-to cover a good
many parts of the State and to travel
many miles endeavouring to do the job
which this House asked of them. it
seems to me that the period between the
furnishing of the report and the print-
ing of it is rather too lengthy. I men-
tion this because I have already made an
approach to the Premier to get the re-
port printed. He has undertaken to do
SO.

But surely I should not have been re-
quired to go to the Premier to ask for
that report to be printed and to be made
available to the public. It was the duty
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of the Government to do that. I hope
that other Royal Commissions will not be
treated in the same way in the future.
Many people in this State have been wait-
Ing for that report. Whether it is good
or bad does not concern me. I am only
concerned with the ethics of the Govern-
ment. I hope that similar delays will not
occur again.

HON. It. F. HUTCHISON (Suburban)
[7.401: I would like to add my contribu-
tion to this debate. One of the ques-
tions with which I am concerned as a
woman is the treatment of our natives.
From time to time we hear of pro-
grammes and suggestions made as to what
should be done towards native welfare.
In my opinion this is a national respon-
sibility; but there is no doubt that West-
ern Australia is being forced to carry
out more than it should be asked to do
financially, and in every other way, in
assuming responsibility for native welfare.

Through this great State of ours being
less highly developed than the other
States, a number of native tribes have
gravitated here, and they are becoming
more and more concentrated in this State.
A country like Australia, which is a great
continent and which has made itself
felt in world affairs, should not allow fin-
ancial stringency to militate against the
benefit of human beings.

The Labour Party to which I belong is
a party of reform; and on its platform , I
am proud to say, is full citizenship rights
for all people. That is a. plank of the
Labour Party. It is from that point of
view I wish to consider the native ques-
tion. in my opinion insufficient courage
has been shown up to date in dealing with
this question. As a people we have been
too selfish.

As a child I lived in the outback, north
of the Murchison. I have been in con-
tact with the ways of the native people.
I am aware that the conditions at that
time were very different from those fac-
ing the natives today. Formerly there
was not a shortage of game, water, or the
means of subsistence, which could be ob-
tained by their methods.

As the State grew and advanced, and
as the population increased, we became
really more callous than we need be in
regard to the very pressing necessity to
look after the native people in a proper
way. I realise that the missions are do-
ing a good job. I know they have car-
ried out this task to the best of their
ability, sometimes even beyond what
might be expected of them, in view of the
paucity of financial aid they receive.

But it is wrong to put native children
into missions and try to impose our civili-
sation on them, and then allow them to
go wild again at the age of 14 or so

and expect them not to deteriorate. It
must be very shocking for them to leave
the shelter to which they have been ac-
customed, and the beds and meals with
which they have been provided and gravi-
tate to tribal surroundings and customs
once more.

We have heard a lot about our great
North, concerning which my colleague,
Mr. Wise, spoke the other day. The North
owes a great debt to the native people,
who have been very badly exploited there.
Nevertheless, I see the North as the sal-
vation of the natives if only we could
be courageous enough to formulate a plan
to absorb them and encourage them away
from the more closely settled parts, to
areas where, with full rights as citizens,
they would be able to obtain a living
and more easily assimilate our way of
life and where they would be free of the
prejudice that exists down here. I am
not suggesting that they should be given
full citizenship rights on the one band,
and conditions should be imposed on them
on the other.

There are vast Potentialities in our
North. If the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would spend a few million pounds
there, I think that the expenditure would
be very well repaid in a far lesser time
than is generally thought. I consider that
if Federal members knew more about the
potentialities of that country they would
be more ready to provide a lot of finance
for its development.

In my opinion the prejudice of the
white people is responsible for the native
tragedy in a great measure. The natives
are always spoken of as derelicts. It al-
ways seems to me to be very wrong to
imprison a native for drinking because.
wherever these people are found in tragic
circumstances, there are always to be
found degenerate white people. In my
experience, that has been the position,
though nobody likes to say so. These
people have degenerated because they
have been contaminated by whites In a
lower strata. They live under adverse
circumstances, and they have no rights.

I know that in missions in the North-
ern Territory young natives are reared
until they are 18. I have seen lovely
young women put on the mainland there-
after with no further interest taken in
them by people who should be looking
after them. That is one of the tragedies
which nobody seems to speak about, or to
think of in its proper perspective. To
gaol a native for drinking and not to give
him citizenship rights is, to me, all wrong.
If he is given citizenship rights, then deal
with him as the law provides, until he
has learned to live up to the responsibility
placed on him. That is the view I take.

These people are capable of big things.
We have a university student who has
come fromn the native race. I see no
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difference whatever between a. native per-
son and a white placed In similar circum-
stances. We have native women nursing
in our hospitals and doing a fine job.
equal to anything done by our own people.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Would you marry
one?

Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: That is a
stupid question-the sort of question that
an ignorant person asks. It is said,
"Would you take them into your home?"
I would say that they would not want to
go into white homes. They are content
to be lef t alone; but they want the same
right as a white person to live in dignity,
to obtain work, and to live as human
beings. I am not talking about marriage,
though many of our people would marry
them. The greatest tragedy is their con-
tamination by white men. The half -
castes constitute the 'real tragedy.
Chesterton, one of our greatest thinkers
and writers, once said Christianity had
not failed. He said that the plain truth
was that it had been found difficult and
had never been tried. That indictment
is ours with regard to our treatment of
the native people.

Hon. A, R. Jones: How would you
assimilate them?

Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Treat them
with a little commionsense and courage.
That is how to assimilate them. Let us
look at them as people like ourselves, and
not as folk who are inferior. They suffer
the same pain and misery as white people,
but we are blind to that fact. In this
Chamber I hear a, lot of talk about
finance and industry. I know that such
things need to be discussed. But I am
more concerned about humanity; that
affects me as a woman. I am not able to
see suffering and do nothing about it.

If there is a rap coming to anyone, and
there is something to be put up with in
the course of assimilating these people,
it serves us right. We should be courage-
ous enough to endure; and we need a Gov-
ernment that is courageous enough to say,
"You put up with it! It is your problem.
It is the fault of nobody but white people
who have been responsible for these people
falling into their degraded condition." We
find these natives on the fringes of our
toDwns. I am not trying to excuse anything
that they do; but I do say that they are
no worse than white people would be under
the same conditions--no worse at all.

L-ook at the delinquents in our midstl
I am not saying that we are doing what
we should do about delinquency; but I am
saying it exists; and when the natives are
penalised. to the extent to which our natives
are penalised, we cannot expect anything
else but delinquency from them.

Hon. A. R. Jones: Would. you start with
the whites first then?

Hon. R. F. HUTfCHISQN: No, with the
native people. The whites have their
rights. A white person has the right to

earn his living. He has the right to every
amenity if he wants it. The native people
have not that Privilege.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Why?
Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: They should

be born with citizenship rights; and if there
is any rap coming, we should take it. I
see a vast opportunity to develop this great
State and to assimilate the natives within
it. I do not think that they would want
to marry us, or that we would want to
marry them to any great extent. I would
leave that to an individual's own inclina-
tion or commonsense. But I do not believe
in hunting folk in the way we do.

Recently we saw a great crowd at Boans
looking at Paintings by one of our natives
-Albert Namatjira. Those paintings were
something to uplift the soul of anybody. It
was amazing to see what he could put on
canvas. How do we know that there are
not many natives like him? They never
have a chance of expressing themselves,
and no Government has been courageous to
do what should be done on their behalf.
The Commonwealth Government is much
more to blame than the State Government
because it has the finance which it could
spend in helping the natives.

Ron. G. C. MacKinnon: Can the Com-
monwealth Government grant them citi-
zenship rights?

Hon. B.. P. HUTCHISON: There should
'not be any question of granting citizen-
ship rights. They should have citizenship
rights by virtue of having been born in the
country, and they should have them as
human beings. That is my attitude.

I want to pay a tribute again to our
Minister for Housing for the great task he
has performed in lifting Western Australia
to the forefront of all States of Australia
with regard to housing. On Arbor Day, I
drove through one of our new suburbs
where trees were being planted, and I felt
Proud to see what was being done with re-
gard to our housing schemes, especially by
comparison with those in the other States,
where the homes erected are very unin-
spiring. I always feel very proud of our
State when I look at our colourful houses
and our nice suburbs. It is quite an uplift
to see them.

Today I visited a big industry near Fre-
mantle, and it was inspiring to see the
way our State is progressing. I drove back
through Brentwood and was very impressed
with the lovely situation of the homes. In
this connection we should give credit where
it is due and pay tribute to the housing
schemes that have been Introduced by our
Minister for Housing, Hon. H. E. Graham.
I hope that he will be able to bring as
much order out of the chaos in transport
as he has been able to effect in the hous-
ing situation. He will have many followers
if he can do so.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Would you also pay
tribute to the Commonwealth Government
for providing the money?
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Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The problem I congratulate the Government on plani-
of delinquency is growing in this State
the same as it is all over the world. I
regard it as the af termath of the war,
and a consequence of the slow progress
made in rehabilitation of, and provision of
amenities for the uplifting of children who
suffered in that period. Cities have been
rebuilt and cathedrals erected, and miles
and miles of masonry has been put into
buildings that are beautiful to look at. But
there has been a tendency to forget the
human element, and, I should like to see
more halls for youth provided in this State.

With the cost of building being so high,
it is very difficult for social workers to pro-
vide Places in which to carry out their
ideas. We find people wanting to gather
around them children who have suffered
and to make up to them for their suffering,
but unable to do so. The delinquents are
from that group born just after the end
of the war. It is dreadful to think of what
some. of our young migrant children had
to endure and the adverse, unsettling in-
fluence it had on them. We do not do
enough for them.

I would rather see money spent on edu-
cation and the provision of amenities for
such folk than in any other direction. One
thinks back to what are called the horse-
and-buggy days, when life was simple and
people did not want so much. Nowadays
we ask children to absorb the fruits of
progress in science and other directions,
and yet we do not provide them with any
more than we used to have.

In our day we at least had a hall to go
to, and it was quite easy to form a social
club. But in a big city today social workers
are hampered by lack of facilities. I pity
the children who come before our courts.
In their grandfathers' day the offences
committed were mere naughtiness, meriting
only a reprimand or a spanking. Today,
naughtiness has given way to violence and
crime.

Although something should be done
about it, we never seem to meet the chal-
lenge. Surely it is the privilege and duty
of the elders of a nation to see that our
children are protected and catered for in
every way! Just providing them with food
and shelter is not enough when we could
do so much more than that; and of course
education is an essential foundation. I
always hope that I may live to see the
day when there will be no orphanages in
this country, and when all children will
begin at college level in education, no
matter what the financial status of their
parents.

Money should not enter into the ques-
tion of the opportunities available to our
children; and I am convinced that the
present-day delinquency is simply the
aftermath of the recent terrible war
which left its mark on the nation in the
form of so many maimed or neurotic
fathers, irritable mothers, and so on.

ning to build a reform school for the older
delinquent children who may be verging
on becoming criminals simply through
lack of proper care and education. Im-
mediately they break out of Stoneville-
the only institution available for them to
be sent to up to date--their hands are
against the whole world, as they have to
steal food, or perhaps steal a vehicle in
which to get away, with the result that
before they realise it they are in Fre-
mantle gaol with a list of misdemeanours
grave enough to bring them into the cate-
gory of criminals.

I am convinced that there is something
lacking in our community when we allow
that sort of thing to happen; and I feel
that where neglect is proved in cases of
delinquency, the parents should he called
upon to bear their responsibility. But
when the father of a family has been
broken in health by the war, it is the
duty of the community to ensure that his
children are not neglected. When a per-
son is suffering constant pain, It is not
easy to keep in temper as a parent should
when dealing with children.

Now I wish to deal with the subject of
deserted wives, and I refer to the women
left with little children dependent on
them. Under our law, a woman in that
position has to secure an order against
her husband for maintenance for herself
and her children, and the onus is then on
her to see that he pays it. I feel that
there should be an amendment to the Act
so that when a woman secures such an
order against her husband it will be the
responsibility of the Child Welfare De-
partment to see that he pays the main-
tenance, because it is a full-time job for
any woman to do nothing more than look
after young children. I am sure that if
most of the men concerned knew they had
to face up to the law as administered by
a Government department they would not
fail to pay maintenance.

At the present time, when a woman has
secured a maintenance order, if the hus-
band has failed to pay she must allow
many weeks to elapse to see whether he
intends to pay before she takes further
action; and in the meantime she is with-
out money, and has all the worry of not
knowing what is going to happen. If the
husband still fails to pay, the woman
eventually receives some help from the
Child Welfare Department, but it is not
nearly enough.

The only course open to the deserted
wife is to issue an order of execution,
which costs 12s.; and If the husband still
fails to pay, she must issue a warrant of
commitment, at further cost. It always
seems silly to me to put a man in gaol
for failure to pay maintenance for his
children, and I think he should be forced
to pay. For that reason, the Government
should ensure that the woman left with
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the responsibility of looking after young
children is given much greater protection
than she has at Present.

Most women who are able to take a job
and earn a living will do so rather than
bother with maintenance: but the deserted
wife with little children cannot go to
work, and it is our duty to see that she is
looked after. Of course, there may be
some women who are quite well off and
able to battle for themselves financially;
but I am speaking of those women who
are in poorer circumstances. If the hus-
band who refuses to pay maintenance is
placed in gaol, the position is simply
rendered worse than it was before.

I must refer next to the debate on rail
closures. I listened with great interest to
those members who cried crocodile tears
over the closure of the AMans and Wiluna
lines. I happen to know both those places
very well; and I wondered, during the de-
bate, what justification members could find
to say that the Ajana line should be re-
opened. I lived at Wiluna, and I know
that when a mining town arises it mush-
rooms overnight. In the heyday of Wiluna's
mining activities there was every justifica-
tion for a railway there; but when the
mine closed down, I do not know what
justification there could be for running the
Ill miles of railway involved.

In 1902 1 was in East Magnet when the
mine closed down and everyone left the
township within three weeks. Mine was
the last family to leave, and I can recall
that the people left behind their houses
and almost everything else. My father
took out only the iron from our roof, be-
cause the freight was £50 per ton from
East Magnet to Mt. Magnet.

We can remember all the ballyhoo that
was talked about the closing of the Port
Hedland railway, but I think the people
of that area would be almost ready to
shoot the Minister if he went there now
and suggested restoring that rail service.
Many of these lines were built to meet
the necessities of the times; but we have
moved from the horse-and-buggy days to
the era of the great road trains which are
coming into existence, and I therefore be-
lieve that the building of better roads is
much more sensible a policy than the re-
taining in operation of some of these rail-
way lines.

I would invite anyone to look at the
Ajana line or the Wiluna line and justify
a statement that the taxpayers of the State
should be penalized in order to keep those
railways open when there is such dire need
for further schools, hospitals and so on.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: How long since you
have been to Wiluna or Ajana?

Hon. R. F. HUrTCHISON: Moves such
as this take courage, and I give the pre-
sent Government full credit for what it hg.1

done. The Present Cabinet is one of the
strongest that Western Australia has ever
known, and it is doing a most courageous
job. We should be big enough to give
credit where it is due: and I do not like
to see members crying crocodile tears
about the closing of some of these lines.
I recently took a trip around the South-
West in company with an economist from
America and she said that our faith in
this State should be unbounded, and that
she believed that if we sank £50,000,000 in
development of this State it would be re-
covered within a few years.

I believe the deal we are getting from
the Commonwealth Government today will
go down in history as one of the bad
things that has happened in Australia-
because if any State is deserving of the
faith of the nation it is Western Auis-
tralia, the potentialities of which have
scarcely been touched upon as yet, Many
people in the Eastern States do not seem
to know that anything exists north of
the 26th parallel in Western Australia. As
chairman of the all women's committee of
the Trades Promotion and Industries
Council I have been amazed at the pessi-
mistic views I have heard from some of
the biggest business people in Perth with
regard to the capabilities of Western Aus-
tralia. and I think our adverse trade
balance with the Eastern States reflects
some discredit on our business people. It
would not hurt some of the bigger retail
firms here to show more faith in their
own State by giving a fairer deal to West-
ern Australian manufacturers.

Some of our big retail firms seem to
be almost frightened to put "manufactured
in Western Australia" on their goods, and
that amazes me. Members of this House
should bear that in mind and should be
most vocal in that regard when talking
in trade circles. At Present industry in
this State is turning out many classes of
goods that are second to none, and many
of our local manufactures are far better
than similar goods made elsewhere. I re-
peat that I hope the business people of
this State will in future show more faith
in Western Australia and be fairer to our
local manufacturers than has been the
case so far.

The question of how we should deal with
old age is a very real one, and there is
little that we can do about it at the
moment except through the recognised
channels, as it all comes back to a mat-
ter of Commonwealth help and the neglect
of this State by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment at the present time. If I knew
some means of putting more Pressure on
them. I would. I hope. therefore, that
somehow that will "get throu.gh" and we
will see this State of ours go on to enjoy
a bright future.

On motion by Hon. G. E. Jeffery, de-
bate adjourned.
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BILL-LOCAL GOVERNMENT. people and that the public, in turn, should_

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th July.

HON. R. C. MATTISKE (Metropolitan)
[8.16]: 1 rise with alacrity, Mr. President.
to support the second reading of this
measure because I feel that I am voicing
the sentiments of the members of this
Chamber when I say how pleased I am
that this Bill is at last before us and
at a stage in the session when we will
be able to consider it without a large
volume of other important legislation
awaiting our attention. Before dealing
with the actual details of the Bill. I will
take this opportunity of paying tribute to
the hundreds of citizens in Western Aus-
tralia for the excellent work that they are
doing in local government.

At the same time. I wish to correct a
few misunderstandings that are appar-
ently held by certain sections of the public
concerning these people. We are indeed
fortunate that we have this band of citi-
zens who are so Public-spirited as to give
up so much of their time, their money
and many of their family privileges to
devote themselves so assiduously to the
task of local government. It is not gen-
erally known-and this, I think, is regret-
table-that those men receive absolutely
no reward for their labours. They do not
even obtain a recoup of their motorcar ex-
penses, their telephone Calls and many
other direct and indirect expenses, not in-
cluding quite a number of donations to
numerous organizations, many of whose
members think that those men are in re-
ceipt of a salary and are well able to af-
ford to make such donations.

I even know of instances where men
engaged in local government have had to
forgo portion of their salaries in order
to attend meetings held in the daytime
because their employers have not seen fit
to grant them leave with pay for the
purpose; and I am not referring to pri-
vate employers, but, in one particular in-
stance, to a semi-governmental organisa-
tion. I feel very strongly on the question
of expenses incurred by persons engaged
in local government, and I am surprised
that a more concerted move has never
been made in an endeavour to have the
Commonwealth Government recognise the
necessity to accept thQ~e expenses as al-
lowable deductions for income tax pur-
poses.

Surely such a move might well be made,
because the cost to the Commonwealth
would not be great, and I think that such
a gesture extended to those persons would
be a very fine one indeed. I mention the
excellent qualities of those engaged in
local government because I consider that
the public should have a keener apprecia-
tion of what is done for them by those

do all they can to assist and not to hin-
der them.

Recently we read quite a deal in the
Press about two members of the Perth
Road Board who represent the Osborne
ward. From various reports in the Press
it would have appeared that those
two gentlemen were guilty of some ne-
glect of duty; but this was an organised
attempt, by a very small minority in Os-
borne Park, to try to discredit those two
men, who have done so much for local
government over a long period. I think
the method of attack upon them was
most despicable; but fortunately it did
not meet with success, because in this
instance the Minister was fully aware of
the details and he took action to bring
about the desired quashing of their move.

Nevertheless, I stress the point that if
every member of the public would try to
take a greater interest in local govern-
ment there would be many more persons
with a keener appreciation of what is
being done for them, and this would assist
rather than hinder those who are engaged
in handling local government affairs.

We have heard quite a deal, from time
to time, about the Press and what it has
done and has not done as far as the
recording of parliamentary debates is con-
cerned; but in its favour, I would like
to say that the Press takes a very keen
interest in local government. There are
not very many local government meetings
at which there is not a Press representa-
tive, and the reports that are given to
the public in the newspapers are Very
fair and quite comprehensive, bearing in
mind the comparatively limited space
available in a modern newspaper. So
rather than condemn their shortcomings,
I am pleased to be able to voice these
few words in favour of members of the
Press.

All things considered, I think we have
an excellent system of local government
in this State. Also, I believe that the
very basis of that system is that we have
a splendid esprit de corps and camara-
derie among the persons engaged in it.
I think their relationship with taxpapers,
whose money they spend, is excellent;
and T hope that such a state of affairs
will continue. Up to the present, politics
have been kept right out of local govern-
ment, and that is an all-important factor
leading to the success of our system in
this State.

Hon. R. F. Hutchison: That is a mis-
statement!

Hon, R. C. MATflSKE: The him.
member might be quite right In saying
that, because recently there have been
instances of a certain political party en-
deavouring, very strongly, to introduce
politics into local government. I think
that that is much to its discredit.
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Ron. R. F. Hutchison: It is poitics on have the choice, at the time this meas-
the back doorstep, always.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I think it will
be a sorry state of affairs if politics are
ever introduced into local government in
this State in the same way as we have seen
them introduced in other States. For that
reason I deplore the attempt by the Gov-
ernment, through the medium of this
measure, to introduce politics into local
government. I refer particularly to certain
portions of the Bill dealing with adult
franchise, the qualification of candidates,
the power of the Governor in Executive
Council to make by-laws to override a
municipality, the provisions in the Hill
to increase the power of local authorities
far beyond those normally required for
local government, the power of local
authorities to engage in trading con-
cerns and the open cheque to be granted
to the Minister to include matters not in
the long list. Those are just a few of the
features that come to mind. I will not
recite them all in detail because in thie
committee stage of this Bill members
will have ample opportunity to di scuss
them. However, I consider it is a most
retrograde step to introduce politics into
local government.

Each municipality is, in effect, a joint
venture, with Its ratepayers being the
participants. They provide the land that
is to be developed and the cash to de-
velop it. I would urge members not to
lose sight of that point. In this measure-
we have certain features which at present
are included in different forms, in both the
Municipal Corporations Act and the Road
Districts Act; and for the purpose of this
Bill the Government has seen fit to adopt
one form or the other. I refer particularly
to the method of electing mayors and
presidents, the system of voting for coun-
cillors, the system of rating, and the ap-
pointment of auditors.

The present arrangements, in both the
Municipal Corporations Act and the Road
Districts Act, have been working success-
fully for many years; and I know from
Personal contact with a large number of
local authorities, that whether it be a
municipality or a road district, a local
authority is very jealous of the provisions
in the legislation which govern it, I
would venture to say that if a referendum
were taken among all the local authori-
ties in existence at present, they would
vote 99 per cent. in favour of retaining
the methods under which they operate
at the moment.

For that reason I feel that, in this
measure, we should give these local
authorities the opportunity of making a
choice. I do not see why it should be
obligatory for them to accept one hard-
and-fast method of doing things as out-
lined in the Bill. I think they should

ure becomes law-if it does-of the
method under which they are going to
operate; and, at the same time, there
should be a further Provision which will
enable them, through the proper chan-
nels, to vary this system should conditions
in the future change sufficiently to war-
rant such variations. For that reason
I intend to move amendments In the
Committee stage of the Bill to endleavour
to convince this House that such a choice
would be desirable.

There is one other matter which is a
bone of contention, as it were, among
local authorities, and that is the ward
rating system. I know that we have cer-
tain local authorities which would prefer
to retain the ward rating system, while
there are others that would prefer to
adopt the district system. I feel that if
the ward system is already in existence,
the local authorities concerned should
continue to enjoy that method of account-
ing.

I know, from Personal experience, one
very large local authority working at
present on the ward system, and the mem-
bers representing the different wards are
working very keenly in an effort to
develop their wards. I venture to
say that, although they are working
harmoniously at the moment, if the fin-
ances of their local authority were placed
on a board system in the future, there
would be a considerable degree of bitter-
ness arising among them because of their
jealous efforts to have more and more
money directed into certain sections of
the district. For that reason I think it
would be bad, in the case of that particu-
lar authority, to take away from it the
ward system under which it operates at
present.

There are two matters in the Bill on
which I would like the Minister, when re-
plying, to give us a little more information.
The first concerns the annual election day.
I realise that for the purposes of this Bill
there must be one annual election day. I
realise also that there are many argu-
ments In favour of having it in April
and many in favour of having it in Novem-
ber. But if the Minister would go into
that particular matter and let us have a
little further information, I think it would
help considerably.

The other point concerns appeal courts.
In the Bill, it is proposed that an appeal
court be constituted, and that it cover the
whole of the authorities in the State, As
the result of a revaluation last year, the
Osborne Park ward of the Perth Road
Board recently had so many appeals that
the appeal court of the Perth Road Board
was sitting night after night for week after
week.

If there were only one court of appeal
to cover the whole of the State, would it
be Possible for that appeal court to cover
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all the appeals and keep reasonably up to
date with them? I do not think so. It
would be impracticable. Therefore, I lean
to the existing arrangement, under which
the local authority concerned constitutes
its own appeal court. I know it has many
weaknesses; but, at the same time, it does
enable the appeals to be heard without un-
due delay which, I fear, may not be so in
the case of a sole appeal court.

This measure is primarily one to be dealt
with in committee. Therefore, I would
only be delaying this House unduly if I
spoke at length on the many points in the
Bill. I will therefore reserve what I have
to say for the Committee stage.

Hon. H. K. Watson: What about the
basis of valuation?

Hon. Rt. C. MATTISKE: I did mention
that when speaking. Very briefly I said
that in the case of valuations I did not
see why the two existing systems should
not both be included in the Bill, with the
power for the council to select its
method, either the unimproved value or
the annual value basis; and, at the same
time, Provide for a change from one system
to another should conditions in the future
necessitate such a change.

With these remarks I will conclude. We
will have considerable discussions in the
Committee stage. I have already lodged
quite a number of amendments which I
propose to discuss then; and, no doubt,
other members will, too. But I feel certain
that from the Bill we have in front of us
and from what will eventuate in the Com-
mittee stage we will ultimately produce a
piece of legislation which will enable us to
continue with a first-class system of local
government in this State.

Hon. R. F. Hutchison: By a brutal
majority.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.35 p.m.

1rotstatinlv Aoliuirb1y
Wednesday, 24th July, 1957.
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